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2001 KOREA DEMOCRACY BAROMETER SURVEYtc \l1 "1999 KOREA BAROMETER SURVEY
_______________________________________________________________________

A.  ECONOMIC/FINANCIAL CONDITIONS.

Q1) How would you rate the overall economic condition of our country today? [READ OUT]


c-1
12




          1. Very good.






          2. Good

          3. Neither good nor bad 

          4. Bad

          5. Very bad



 8. Don’t know

Q2)  During the past year, how do you think our country’s economic condition has changed? [READ OUT]

13

1. Much better

2. A little better

3. Changed little

4. A little worse

5. Much worse



  8. Don’t know

Q3) How would you compare the current economic condition of our country with what it was before the IMF crisis three years ago? [READ OUT]

14
 1. Much better

          2. A little better

          3. About the same

          4. A little worse

          5. Much worse



8. Don’t know

Q4)  Compared to now, what do you think will be the state of our country's economic condition in two years when President Kim Dae Jung’s term ends? [READ OUT]


15
 1. Much better

          2. A little better

          3. About the same

          4. A little worse

          5. Much worse



8. Don’t know

Q5) As for your own family, how do you rate your economic situation today? [READ OUT]
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1. Very good

          2. Good

          3. Neither good nor bad

          4. Bad

          5. Very bad



8. Don’t know

Q6)  During the past year, how has your family's economic condition changed?

 [READ OUT]
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1. Much better

2. A little better

3. Changed little

4. A little worse

5. Much worse

 Q7) How would you compare the current economic condition of your family with what it was before the outbreak of the IMF crisis three years ago? [READ OUT]
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          1. Much better

          2. A little better

          3. About the same

          4. A little worse

          5. Much worse



8. Don’t know

Q8)  Comapred to now, what do you think the economic situation of your family will be in two years when President Kim Dae Jung ends his presidency? [READ OUT]

19
          1. Much better

          2. A little better

          3. About the same

          4. A little worse

          5. Much worse



8. Don’t know

Q9) [SHOW CARD 1] During the past year, has your family:


20
          1. Saved money 

          2. Just got by

          3. Spent some savings

          4. Borrowed money  

          5. Spent savings and borrowed money

          8. Don't know
B.  ECONOMIC CRISIS AND  REFORMS

Q10)  Nowadays some people are saying our economy has slipped back into a crisis.  Do you personally feel our country is or is not in a state of economic crisis once again? [READ OUT]

21


1. Definitely in a crisis



2. Probably in a crisis



3. Probably not in a crisis



4. Definitely not in a crisis



8. Don't know

Q11)  [SHOW CARD 2] Which two things on this list do you consider the most important causes of the receent economic crisis? [READ OUT].

1. Democratic institutions

2. Politicians
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First thing  _____________

3. Chaebols

4. Banks and financial institutions




23  Second thing ___________

5. None of the above

8. Don’t know

Q12) [SHOW CARD 3] How strongly do you approve or disapprove of the following measures to restructure our economic system? (READ OUT)


24-29
      

Approve

      Disapprove

      Strongly  slightly slightly strongly

a. Restructure chaebols









1
      2          
3
       4

b. Lay off workers in private sector 



          1
      2
          3  
       4

c. Lay off workers in public sector


                    1
      2
          3         4

   

  d. Privatize state corporations

                 


 1
      2
          3
        4

e. Make the government smaller by cutting


      1        2            3         4

       
      its budgets



               






 



   f. Freeing banks and financial     





      1
      2
            3         4 

                institutions from governmental control
Q13)  How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the Kim Dae Jung government's effort to reform our economic system? [READ OUT] 
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1. Very satisfied

2. Somewhat satisfied

3. Neither satisifed nor dissatisifed

4. Somewhat dissatisfied

5. Very dissatisfied



  8. Don't know

Q14a) How do you think economic reforms under the Kim Dae Jung government have affected the country's economic situation? [READ OUT]
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1. Made it a lot better

2. Made it somewhat better

3. Changed it little

4. Made it somewhat worse

5. Made it a lot worse



   8. Don’t know

Q14b)  How do you believe economic reforms under the Kim Dae Jung government have affected your family's economic situation? [READ OUT]
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1. Made it a lot better

2. Made it somewhat better

3. Changed it little

4. Made it somewhat worse

5. Made it a lot worse 

            8. Don’t know

Q15) How do you think the current system of democratic government has affected the recovery of our economy from the IMF crisis for the past three years? [READ OUT]
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1. Helped it a lot

2. Helped it somewhat

3. Affected it little

4. Hindered it somewhat

5. Hindered it a lot


       8. Don't know

Q16)  When comparing democracy and dictatorship, which one is better for dealing with economic problems? [DON'T READ OUT]
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1. Democracy

 

   2. Dictatorship



   3. Much the same
 

   8. Don t know

C.  CIVIL SOCIETY
Q17)  Now I have a few questions about politics and public affairs.  How much are you interested in politics? [READ OUT]

35
1. Very interested

2. Somewhat interested

3. Not very interested

4. Not at all interested
    

  8. Don’t know

Q18)  How often do you discuss politics and government with other people? 

            [READ OUT]
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1. Often

2. Sometimes

3. Rarely

4. Never

8. Don’t know

Q19) [SHOW CARD 4]  How often do you follow politics in the news on television, on the radio, or in the daily papers?  [READ OUT]
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1. Daily



2. 4-5 times a week



3. 2-3 times a week



4. Once a week



5. Never



8. Don’t know

Q20) Generally speaking, how much do you think most of people can be trusted?  [READ OUT]
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1. A lot



2. Somewhat



3. A little



4. Not at all



8. Don’t know

Q21) Do you feel that individual citizens like you can express their political opinion freely in Korea today, or is it better to be careful?


39
1. Can speak freely



2. Better to be careful

         8. Don’t know

Q22) Do you feel individual citizens like you can freely join any kind of organization or group they want to nowadays?


40
1. Yes



2. No



8. Don’t know
Q23) Since Kim Dae Jung became the president three years ago, have you gotten involved in any civic organizations or movements?


41



1. Yes



2. No



8. Don’t know

Q24) [SHOW CARD 5] Here is a scale differentiating political attitudes from the left (progressive) to the right (conservative).  On this scale, 1 means extreme left and 10 means extreme right.  Please choose a number on the scale.

     42-43        _____a. Where on this scale would you put yourself?  

     44-45

_____b. Where would you put President Kim Dae Jung?
     46-47         _____c. Where on this scale would you an ordinary North Korean?

     48-49        _____d. Where would you put North Korean leader Kim Jong IL?

Q25)  How much are you satisfied  or dissatisfied with the Kim Dae Jung Government’s effort to improve the relationship between North and South Korea?
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1. Very satisfied

2. Somewhat satisfied

3. Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied

4. Somewhat dissatisfied

5. Very dissatisfied

8.   Don’t know

D.  GOVERNMENTS

Q26)  How would you rate the overall political situation our country is in now?


51

[READ OUT]
1. Very good

2. Good

3. Neither good nor bad

4. Bad

5.Very bad

8. Don’t know

Q27) To what extent are you satisfied with the Kim Dae Jung government’s political reforms so far? [READ OUT]
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1. Very satisfied



2. Somewhat satisfied



3. Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied



4. Somewhat dissatisfied



5. Very dissatisfied

          8. Don t answer

Q28)  How do you think the various actions of the Kim Dae Jung government have affected the development of our country as a democratic state? [READ OUT]
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1. Helped it a lot


2. Helped it somewhat



3. Affected it little



4. Hindered it somewhat



5. Hindered it a lot

         8. Don’t know
Q29)  How do you think the various actions of the Kim Dae Jung government have affected you and your own family? [READ OUT]
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1. Helped it a lot



2. Helped it somewhat



3. Neither helped nor hurt



4. Hurt it somewhat



5. Hurt it a lot



8. Don’t answer 

Q30) [SHOW CARD 6] Here is a scale measuring the extent to which people are satisfied with the government. Please choose a number on this scale where 1 means complete dissatisfaction and 10 means complete satisfaction. 

55-56      _____Q30a) On the whole, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the way the 

                                    Kim Dae Jung government handles problems facing our society? 

57-58      _____Q30b) Where on this scale would you place the Kim Young Sam 

            



        government? 

     59-60     _____Q30c) On the same scale, where would you place the Chun Doo Hwan

                                     government?

Q31) [SHOW CARD 7] Our present system of government is not the only one that this country has had, and some people say we would be better off if the country was governed differently. How much do you agree or disagree with their views in favor of each of the following: [ASK ONE QUESTION AT A TIME] 

61-63
Strongly        Somewhat       Somewhat
Strongly


Don’t 

agree


agree



disagree

disagree


know

    
1 

  

  2
                 

3
              4




8

1. The army should govern the country.

     
   
2. Better to get rid of Parliament and elections and have a strong leader decide

                   everything.

   
       
3. The most important decisions about the economy should be made by experts

    and not the government and Parliament

Q32)  [SHOW CARD 8] In the wake of our recent economic crisis, do you now think of democracy differently from the way you did in the past?
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1. A lot more favorably

2. Somewhat favorably

3. Somewhat unfavorably

4. A lot more unfavorably

5. Not differently

8. Don’t know

E. POLITICAL CORRUPTION

Q33)  Some people say it is all right for the President to disregard some laws or legal procedures when the government is unable to deal with difficult economic problems.  How much do you agree or disagree with this view?


65

1.   Strongly agree

2. Somewhat agree

3. Somewhat disagree

4. Strongly disagree

8. Don’t know
Q34) If someone tells you that a gift or a bribe can get people around paying taxes, how much do you agree or disagree?


66


1. Strongly agree




2. Somewhat agree



3. Somewhat disagree




4. Strongly disagree




8. Don’t know

Q35) How fairly or unfairly do you think laws are enforced on someone like yourself these days? [READ OUT]
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1. Very fairly



2. Somewhat fairly



3. Somewhat unfairly



4. Very unfairly



8. Don’t know

Q36a)  How would you describe the level of political corruption under the Kim Dae Jung government?
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1. Very high

2. High

3. Not so high

4. Very little

5. Can't answer

8. Don't know

Q36b) How would you compare the level of political corruption nowadays under the Kim Dae Jung presidency with that in the past under the Kim Young Sam presidency?
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1. Much higher now 

2. Somewhat higher now 

3. About the same

4. Somewhat higher in the past

5. Much higher in the past



   8. Don't know

Q36c)  When comparing democratic government and dictatorship, which one is better for getting rid of political corruption? [DON'T READ OUT]


70
1. Democratic government

2. Dictatorship

3. Much the same

8. Don’t know

Q37)  Out of 10 elected politicians, how many do you feel are corrupt?


71-72
____________

Q38) Out of 10 civil servants, how many do you feel are corrupt?


73-74



_____________

F. THE QUALITY OF DEMOCRACY

Q39) How much influence do you think the votes of people like yourself have on the way our country is governed? [READ OUT]
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1. A lot

   

   2. Some

            3. A little

            4. None

            8. Don't know

Q40)  To what extent do you think government leaders take the interests and opinion of people like yourself into account when making important decisions? [READ OUT]
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1. A lot

2. Some

3. A little

4. Not at all

8. Don't know

Q41)  To what extent do you think the Kim Dae Jung government permits the public to see what its various agencies do? [READ OUT]
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1. Quite a lot



2. Some



3. A little



4. Not at all



8. Don't know

Q42)  Generally speaking, how much do you trust our political leaders?
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1. A lot

2. Somewhat

3. A little

4. Not at all

8. Don’t know

Q43) How fairly or unfairly do you think the Kim Dae Jung government treats people from your own region as compared to those from other regions? [READ OUT]


79


1. Very fairly


2. Somewhat fairly



3. Somewhat unfairly



4. Very unfairly



8. Don't know

Q44)  When ruling party officials engage in illegal activities and corrupt practices, how often do you feel the Kim Dae Jung government covers up their involvement?[READ OUT]
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1. Always



2. Often



3. Occasionally



4. Never



8. Don’t know

Q45) In view of what the National Assembly and political parties have been doing during the past year, do you feel our system of democratic government is or is not in a state of crisis? [READ OUT]


C2-6
1.Definitely in a crisis

2. Probably in a crisis

3. Probably not in a crisis

4. Definitely not in a crisis


  8. Don't know
Q46) Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: The best way of choosing our government is an election that gives every voter a choice of candidates and parties?


7
1. Definitely agree

            2. Somewhat agree

            3. Somewhat disagree

            4. Definitely disagree

Q47) In your opinion, how much vote buying and other irregularities were there in the National Assembly elections of April 2000? [READ OUT]

8

1. A lot




2. Some




3. Not very much




4. None




8. Don’t know

G.  SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRACY

Q48) [SHOW CARD 9] Which two elements on this list do you consider most important in democracy? 


9-10



1. Freedom



2. Popular election of political leaders



3. Competitive multi-party system



4. Equality 



8. Don’t know




First element ____________




Second element __________
tc \l1 "D.  DEMOCRATIZATION
Q49) Let us consider the idea of democracy, not its practice. In principle, how much are you for or against the idea of democracy? [READ OUT]


11

     
1. Very much for

     
2. Somewhat for

     
3. Against somewhat

     
4. Against very much

         8. Don t know

Q50) With which of the following statements do you agree most? [READ OUT]
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1. Democracy is always preferable to any other kind of government

      
2. Under certain situations, a dictatorship is preferable

         3. For people like me, it does not matter whether we have a democratic government

                 or nondemocratic government





Q51) How much do you agree or disagree with the statement that our political system should be made a lot more democratic than what it is now ?


13

     
1. Strongly agree

     
2. Somewhat agree

     
3. Somewhat disagree

     
4. Somewhat disagree

         8. Don t know

Q52) Between the two national goals of democratization and economic development, which goal do you think is more important? [DON'T READ OUT]
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1. Economic development is more important

2. Democratization is more important.

3. Equally important

8. Don t know 

Q53) [SHOW CARD 10] Here is a scale ranging from a lot of 1 to a high of 10. On this scale, 1 means complete dictatorship and 10 means complete democracy. The closer to 1 the score is, the more dictatorial our country is; the closer to 10 the score is, the more democratic our country is. Please choose a number on this card


15-22
_____ a. On this scale, where would you place our country under the Chun Doo Hwan

               government?  

    ______b. Where would you place our country under the Kim Young Sam

                government?

    ______c. On this scale, where would you place our country under the Kim Dae Jung

                 government as of right now?   

    ______d. Where would you like our country to be right now?

Q54)  [SHOW CARD 11]  Here is another scale measuring the extent to which people think democracy is suitable for our country. On this scale, 1 means complete unsuitability while 10 means complete suitability.  Please choose a number on this card.


23-24
_____To what extent is democracy suitable for our country at the present time?

Q55)  Having lived through an economic crisis for the past three years, how often have you, if ever, thought that democracy is not suitable to the situation in which Korea is? [READ OUT]
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1. Often

2. Sometimes

3. Seldom

4. Never



  8.  Don't know

Q56)  During the past three years, how often have you, if ever, thought that political leaders are more important to our situation than democratic institutions? [READ OUT]
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1. Often

2. Sometimes

3. Seldom

4. Never

8. Don’t know

Q57)  Having lived through an economic crisis, how often have you ever thought that a dictatorship still works better than democracy in the Korean situation?
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1. Often

2. Sometimes

3. Seldom

4. Never

5. Don’t know
Q58) [SHOW CARD 12]  On the whole, how much are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way democracy works in our country?  On the scale where 1 means complete dissatisfaction and 10 means complete satisfaction, where would you place the current practice of democratic politics.tc \l1 "

28-29




______________

H. THE QUALITY OF LIFE

59) How much do you enjoy your life these days?
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1. Very much

2. Somewhat

3. Not very much

4. Not at all

8. Don’t know

60) During the past five years, how much have you accomplished what you planned for your life?
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1. All of it

2. Most of it

3. Little of it

4. None of it

8.   Don’t know

61) During the past five years, how happy have you been?
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1. Very happy

2. Fairly happy

3. Not much happy

4. Not at all happy

8. Don’t know

Q62) [SHOW CARD 13] Here is a picture of a ladder.  Imagine that the top of the ladder represents the best possible place to live and the bottom of the ladder represents the worst possible place to live.


33-40
_____a. Where do you think our country stands on the ladder at the present time?

_____b. Where do you think our country stood three years ago when Kim

     Dae Jung was elected as our president?

_____c. Where do you think our country stood five years ago when Kim Young 

              Sam was the president?

_____d. Where do you think our country will stand five years from now?

Q63) [SHOW CARD 14] Looking at the ladder again, suppose the top represents the best possible life for you; and the bottom, the worst possible life for you.


41-48

_____a. On which step of the ladder do you feel you personally stand at the

              present time?

_____b. On which step do you think you stood three years ago when Kim Dae

              Jung was elected as our president?

_____c. On which step do you think you stood five years ago when Kim Young

              Sam was president

_____d.  Where do you think you will stand five years from now?

Q64)  [SHOW CARD 15] Next I would like you to tell me how much you are satisfied or dissatisfied with the various aspects of your life.  For each aspect, please choose the number on this card that comes closest to the way you feel about it where 1 is very dissatisfied and 7 is very satisfied.  


49-76



a. Health







1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8





b. Marriage (if married)



1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8

 



c. Family life






1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8





d. Friendship






1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8





e. Income







1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8





f. Education






1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8





g. The elected government


1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8





h. Housing







1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8

          i.  Neighborhood, community

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8

            

j.  Living in Korea




1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8

            

l. Work








1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8

           

m. Leisure and recreation


1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8

           

n.  Educating children (if any)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8

           

o. Own life as a whole
 


1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8
I. DEMOGRAPHICS

D1) What is your current job situation?
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1. Employed

2. Unemployed

3. Retired

4. Housewife

5. Student

      6. Other (specify)

[IF EMPLOYED]

D2) What kind of job do you have?
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            1. Agriculture/fishery

            2. Self-employed (owner of small-scale businesses with less than 9 employees and

                 family members), such as shop owner.

            3. Sales/service

       4. Technical/Skilled


       5. Blue-collar

 
       6. White-collar and technician

            7. Administrative and managerial

            8. Professional or artist

            9. Others: specify_______________________________

            0. Won’t reveal

D3) How much education have you had?
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1. No schooling

       
2. Primary school

       
3. Middle school

       
4. High school

       
5. College

       
6. Graduate school or higher

          8. Won’t reveal

D4) What is the average monthly total income for your household  these days?  For the monthly average, please take into account  all your family incomes, such as pensions,  governmental benefits, interests on savings, and rents on your building.
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1.      Less than 500,000   won


2.     500,000 -    999,999 won

3.  1,000,000 - 1,499,999 won

4.  1,500,000 - 1,999,999 won

5.  2,000,000 - 2,499,999 won

6.  2,500,000 - 2,999,999 won

7.  3,000,000 - 3,499,999 won

8.  3,500,000 - 3,999,999 won

9.  4,000,000 

D5) Do you think you belong to upper, upper-middle, middle, lower-middle, or lower class?


c6

       
1. upper class

       
2. upper-middle class

       
3. middle class

       
4. lower-middle class

       
5. lower class

D6a) Do you have a religion?  If so, which?

    7
       
1. Buddhism

       
2. Protestantism

       
3. Catholicism

       
4. Others

       
5. None

D6b) How important would you say religion is in your life?


8
     
1. Very important

     
2. Somewhat important

     
3. A little important

     
4. Not important at all 

D7) Do you own a house or an apartment?


9
       
1. Yes, own outright

       
2. Yes,  own on a mortgage

    
3. No

D8) What is your marital status?


10
1. Married

2. Divorced

3. Separated

4. Widowed

5. Never married


       8. Won’t reveal

D9) Where were you born?


11-12
1. Seoul



   2. Inchon/Kyonggi


        3. Kangwon


        4. Daejon/Choongchun


        5. Kwangju/Cholla


        6. Taegu/Kyongpuk


        7. Pusan/Kyongnam


        8. Cheju

             9. North Korea


        10. Others

D10)  In the last 1997 presidential election, did you vote? If you did, whom did you vote for?
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0. No, did not vote

1. Kim Dae Jung

2. Lee Hoi Chang

3. Rhee In Jae

4. Other

5. Won't reveal



   8. Don't remember

D11) In our country today, there are three political parties including the New Millennium Democratic Party, the Grand National Party, and the United Liberal Democrats.  Do you feel close to any of these political parties in Korea?


14
0. None


1. Democratic Party

2. Grand National Party

3. United Liberal Democrats

4. Other parties

5. Won't reveal

8. Don’t know/no answers

