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 _______________________________________________________________________

2010  KOREA DEMOCRACY BAROMETER SURVEYtc \l1 "1999 KOREA BAROMETER SURVEY
_______________________________________________________________________

Region:




1. Seoul

2. Pusan

3. Taegu

4. Incheon

5. Kwangju

6. Taejon





7. Ulsan

8. Kyonggi
9. Kwagwon
10. Choongbuk
11. chongnam




12. Jonbuk
13. Jonnam
14. Kyongbuk
15. kyongnam


Community size:




1. Large city

2. middle or small city

3. town

4. village

SQ1) How old are you this year by solar calendar?  _________________

SQ2) Gender 
1. male
2. female
A.  ECONOMIC/FINANCIAL CONDITIONS.

Q1) How would you rate the overall economic condition of our country today?





          1. Very good.






          2. Good

          3. Neither good nor bad 

          4. Bad

          5. Very bad



 8. Don’t know
          9. Refused to answer
Q2)  During the past year, how do you think our country’s economic condition has 
        changed? 

1. Much better

2. A little better

3. Changed little

4. A little worse

5. Much worse



  8. Don’t know
            9. Refused to answer
Q3) As for your own family, how do you rate your economic situation today? 
1. Very good
2. Good

   3. Neither good nor bad

   4. Bad

   5. Very bad

               8. Don’t know
               9. Refused to answer
Q4)  During the past year, how has your family's economic condition changed?
1. Much better

2. A little better

3. Changed little

4. A little worse

5. Much worse
            8. Don’t know
            9. Refused to answer
B. POLITICAL CONDITIONS
Q5) How would you rate the overall political situation our country is in now?

1. Very good

2. Good

3. Neither good nor bad

4. Bad

5.Very bad

8. Don’t know

Q6) Do think our country’s politics is moving in the right direction or wrong direction?

1. right direction

2. wrong direction

8.   Don’t know
Q7)  To what extent do you think key officials of the Lee Myung Bak government 
                    are corrupt? 
1. A great deal
2. A fair amount

3. Just a little

4. Hardly at all

8.    Don’t know

9.    Refuse to answer
Q8) How often government officials abuse their power or break the law?

1. Often

2. Sometimes
3. Rarely
4. Never
8.  Don’t know

          9.  Refuse to answer
Q9)  How often do government officials withhold important information from the public 



   view?
1. Often

2. Sometimes
3. Rarely
4. Never
8.  Don’t know

          9.  Refuse to answer
Q10) [SHOW CARD 1]  On the whole, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the way 

     the Lee Myung Bak government handles problems facing our society.  Please choose a 
          number on this scale where 1 means complete dissatisfaction and 10 means complete 
          satisfaction. 
                          -----------------
Q11) [SHOW CARD 2] Our present system of government is not the only one that this
     country has had, and some people say we would be better off if the country was governed 
     differently. How much do you agree or disagree with their views in favor of each of the 
     following. 

Strongly        Somewhat       Somewhat
Strongly


Don’t 

agree


agree



disagree

disagree


know

    
1 

  

  2
                 

3
              4




8
_____1. The army should govern the country.

     
   
_____2. Better to get rid of Parliament and elections and have a strong leader 
                            Decide everything.

   
       
 ____ 3. Only one political party should be allowed to stand for election and hold office.
  Q12) [SHOW CARD 2] I have here other statements. For each statement, would you say 
                    you STRONGLY AGREE, SOMEWHAT AGREE, SOMEWHAT DISAGREE, or 
                    STRONGLY DISAGREE?
          Strongly        Somewhat       Somewhat
Strongly


Don’t 

          agree


agree



disagree

disagree


know

    
          1 

  

  2
                 

3
              4




8

        _____a. When the country is facing a difficult situation, it is ok for the government to 
                      disregard the law in order to deal with the situation.

        _____b. The government should decide whether certain ideas should be allowed to be
                      discussed in society.

        _____c. When judges decide important cases, they should accept the view of the 
                      executive branch.

       _____d. If the government is constantly checked [i.e. monitored and supervised] by the 
                     legislature, it cannot possibly accomplish great things.
       ______e. Sometimes politics and government seems so complicated that a person like 
                       me can’t really understand what is going on.
       ______f. People like me don’t have any influence over what the government does.
     _______g. I have the ability to participate in politics.
Q13) [SHOW CARD 3] Of the three governments listed here on this card, which one do you think 



     is the best government we have had?  Which one is the worst government?
1. Park Chung Hee government
2. Chun Doo Whan government
3. Roh Tae Woo government
4. Kim Young Sam government
5. Kim Dae Jung government
6. Roh Moo Hyun government

7. Lee Myung Bak government
--------------------------------------------
8. Don’t know
9. Refused  to answer

Q14) [SHOW CARD 3] Of the three governments on this list, which do you think is the most democratic? And which is the least democratic?
1. Park Chung Hee government
2. Chun Doo Whan government
3. Roh Tae Woo government
4. Kim Young Sam government
5. Kim Dae Jung government
6. Roh Moo Hyun government

7. Lee Myung Bak government
--------------------------------------------
8. Don’t know

9. Refused  to answer

C. QUALITY OF GOVERNMENT
Q15) [SHOW CARD 4] Now I am going to read to you a list of statements describing how democracy works in our country. Please tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with each of these statements
1. The news media have the freedom to criticize the government.
2. Political parties have equal access to the mass media.
3. Elections are free and fair.
4. Holding elections makes the government pay attention to what people want.
5. The Government treats every citizen equally.
6. The Government is ruled by the will of the people.
7. The government responds to the needs of the people.
8. Laws are fairly enforced on someone like you.
9. Courts always punish the guilty even if they are rich or powerful.
10. People are free to speak what they think without fear.

11. People are free to join any organization without fear.

Q16) Do you happen to know the government agency that deals with the violation 

          of human rights?
1. Yes, 
2. No
Q16-1) (If yes), which agency is it?

1. National Human Rights Commission

2. Yes, other agency

8.  Don’t know

          9.  Refuse to answer

D. DEMOCRATIC CONCEPTIONS AND SUPPORT
Q17) [SHOW CARD 5] Many things may be desirable, but all of them are not essential characteristics of democracy. Please tell me for each of the following things whether it is a very essential, fairly essential, not much essential, or not at all essential characteristic of democracy? 
1. Choosing political leaders in free elections.

2. Banning public rallies and demonstration to maintain order.
3. Decreeing laws without the approval of parliament.
4. Expressing political views freely.
5. Keeping the news media from criticizing the government.

6. Allowing women to have the same rights as men.

Q18-1)   I would like to ask you about a few questions about the different kinds of government. 


   Which of the following statements do you agree with most?  Choose the first or the 
             second statement. 

               Statement 1. Government leaders should implement what their voters want.

 Statement 2. Government leaders should do what they think is best for the people.
  Q18-2)  Statement 1. Improving the lives of citizens is more important than choosing leaders 

                


        in free and competitive elections.

Statement 2. Choosing political leaders in free and competitive elections is more 




  important than improving the lives of citizens.

 Q18-3)  Statement 1. Government should follow the preference of the majority.

Statement 2. Government should take into account the interests of all the people.
 Q18-4) Statement 1. Reducing economic inequality should be given a higher priority than 
protecting political freedom.

Statement 2. Protecting political freedom should be given a higher priority than reducing 






 economic inequality.
Q19) [SHOW CARD 6] Which of the following statements do you agree with most?
     
       1. Democracy is always preferable to any other kind of government

      
       2. Under certain situations, a dictatorship is preferable

                 3. For people like me, it does not matter whether we have a democratic government

                    or nondemocratic government.

Q20) Between democratization and economic development, which one do you think is 

                  more important? 



1. Economic development



2. Democratization



3. Equally important



8. Don’t know

Q21) Do you think democracy is capable of solving the problems of our society? 

1.  capable of solving the problems

2.  Cannot solve the problems

D-6 Q22) How important do you personally think it is to live in a democracy?

1. Very important

2. somewhat important

3. not much important

4. Not at all important
          8 .  Don’t know

Q22) [SHOW CARD 7] how strongly do you agree or disagree with each of the 
                 following statements?

         Strongly        Somewhat       Somewhat
Strongly


Don’t 

          agree


agree



disagree

disagree


know

    
          1 

  

  2
                 

3
              4




8

         _____a. The most important thing for a political leader is to accomplish his goals 
                       even if he has to ignore the established procedure.

         _____b. If a political leader really believes in his position, he should refuse to 
                       compromise regardless of how many people disagree.

         _____c. A political leader should tolerate the views of those who challenge his 
                       political ideals.   

         _____d. As long as a political leader enjoys majority support, he should implement 
                       his own agenda and disregard the view of the minority.            

Q23) [SHOW CARD 23] Here is a scale ranging from a low of 1 to a high of 10. On this 
                 scale, 1 means complete dictatorship and 10 means complete democracy. The closer 
                 to 1 the score is, the more dictatorial our country is; the closer to 10 the score is, the 
                 more democratic our country is. Please choose a number on this card

       _____ a. On this scale, where would you place our country under the Chun Doo 
                      Hwan government?  
      ______b. Where do you think our country stood under the Roh Moo Hyun government?

           ______c. Where do you think our country stands now?
           ______d. Where would you think our country should stand right now?

          _______e. Where do you think our country will stand five yers from now?

           _______f. Where on this scale does North Korea stand now?

Q24) [SHOW CARD 24]  Here is another scale measuring the extent to which people think                             democracy is suitable for our country. On this scale, 1 means complete unsuitability 
                while 10 means complete suitability.  Please choose a number on this card.

_____To what extent is democracy suitable for our country at the present time?

Q25) [SHOW CARD 25]  On the whole, how much are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
                  way democracy works in our country?  On the scale where 1 means complete 
                  dissatisfaction and 10 means complete satisfaction, where would you place the current 
                  practice of democratic politics.tc \l1 "



     ______________

Q26) Do you agree or disagree with the statement that “Whatever its faults may be, the


         form of government we have now is still the best for us”? 


     _____1. strongly agree

          _____2. somewhat agree

          _____3. Somewhat disagree

          _____4. Strongly disagree

Q27) To what extent do you trust our political leaders?
         1. A lot



         2. Somewhat



         3. A little



         4. Not at all



         8. Don’t know
E. POLITICAL PARTICIPATION
 Q29) How much are you interested in politics?
1. Very interested

2. Somewhat interested

3. Not very interested

4. Not at all interested
    

   8. Don’t know

Q30)  How often do you discuss politics and government with other people? 
1. Every day


2. Several times a week



3. A few times a week



4. Once a week

     5. Once a month

          6. less than once a month


5. Never

Q31). Do you happen to know how often we elect our president?

1. Yes 

2. No
Q31-1) (If yes), How often does the election take place?
1.  Every five years

2. Other answers
8.    Don’t know

9.    Refused to answer
Q32) In the last presidential election held in November 2007, did you vote?


     
1   Yes

               2.  No



     3.  Cannot remember



     4.  Unqualified

               8.  Don’t answer
               9.  Refused to answer
Q33) [IF YES] Whom did you vote for?

1.  Lee Myung Bak
2. Other candidates
3. Don’t know
Q34) To what extent are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the outcome of the last 




  presidential election?

1. Very satisfied
2. somewhat satisfied
3. Somewhat dissatisfied
4. Very dissatisfied
8.   Don’t know

              9.  Refuse to answer
Q35)  Do you happen to know the government agency that monitors and controls the activities 

           violating the election laws?
1. Yes

2. No

Q35-1) (If yes),
1. National Election Commission

2. Other agencies
8. Don’t know

9. Refused to answer
Q36) [SHOW CARD 11] Is there a political party that you feel close to?

1. Yes
2. No

1. Don’t know

Q36-1) [IF YES] Which party on this list do you feel close to?
1. Grand National Party
2. Democratic Party
3. Liberty Forward Party
4. Democratic Labor Party
5. Other Party

6. None of them

7. Don’t know
Q37) Which party on this list do you oppose most?

8. Grand National Party
9. Democratic Party
10. Liberty Forward Party

11. Democratic Labor Party
12. Other Party

13. None of them

14. Don’t know
Q38)  Do you happen to know which party currently has the most legislators in the parliament?
1) Yes

2) No

Q38-1) (If yes) Which party is it?

1. Grand National Party
2. Other party
8. Can’t remember
9. Refused to answer
Q39) Do you happen to know the person who leads the Democratic Party?
1. Yes

2. Know

Q39-1) [IF YES], What is his name?

1. Sohn Hak Kyu

2. Other answer

8. Can’t remember

9. Refused to answer

Q40)  How often do you follow politics in the news on television, on 
                  the radio, or in the daily papers? 

        1. Every day


        2. Several times a week



        3. A few times a week



       4. Once a week

            5. Once a month

                 6. less than once a month

  
       5. Never



       8. Don’t know

Q41)  How often do you follow political news online? 

  1. Every day


  2. Several times a week



  3. A few times a week



  4. Once a week

       5. Once a month

            6. less than once a month

  
  5. Never



  8. Don’t know

Q42) [SHOW CARD 12] During the last 12 months, have you done any of the following?

Yes 
No 

 
DK NA

a. Contacted a politician or a government official

 


1 

2 



8 

9

b. Worked in a political party or action group 





1 

2 



8 

9

c. Worked for the campaign of a candidate for office 



1 

2 



8 

9

d. Worked in another political organization or event          

1 

2 



8 

9

e. Worn or displayed a campaign badge/sticker 





1 

2 



8 

9

f.  Signed a petition 














1 

2 



 8 

9

g. Taken part in a lawful public demonstration 





1 

2 



8 

9

j. Donated money to a political organization or group 



1 

2 



 8 

9

k. Participated in illegal protest activities 







1 

2



 8 

9

Q43)  In the June local elections this year, did anyone ask you to vote for any particular 


                 candidate or party?
1. Yes

2. No

          8. Don’t know

          9. Refuse to answer

Q44)  In that election, did you ask someone to vote for  a particular candidate or party?

1. Yes

2. No

8. Don’t know

          9. Refuse to answer

Q45)  Do you happen to know how often we elect our local government officials?
1. Yes, 
2. No
Q45-1) (If yes), How often does the election take place?

1. Every four years

          2. Other answers
          8.  Don’t know

          9.  Refuse to answer

F. IDEOLOGICAL ORIENTATIONS
Q46) [SHOW CARD 13] Here is a scale differentiating political ideologies from the 

     conservative to the progressive.  On this scale, 1 means being extremely conservative 
          and 10 means extremely progressive.  Please choose a number on the scale.

            _____a. Where on this scale would you put yourself?  

            _____b. Where would you put President Lee Myung Bak?

            _____c. Where would you put the party you feel close to?

            _____d. Where would you put North Korean leader Kim Jong IL?
Q47) In our country there are people who are sympathetic to the North Korean regime. 
                     To what extent do you approve or disapprove of our government taking the following 
                     measures against these people in favor of the North Korean regime?
  1. To ban these people from holding public meetings or rallies.

                     2. To bam them from running for public office.

                     3. To prohibit them from holding public offices

                     4. To outlaw their organizations

G. CIVIL SOCIETY
Q48) [SHOW CARD 15]   
         Do you think most people in our country would try to take advantage of you 
         if they got a chance, or would they try to be fair? Tell me on this scale of 1 to 10
        where 1 means “taking advantage of you” and 10 means “being fair”.
Q49) Would you say that most of the time people try to be helpful, or that they are 
       mostly just looking out for themselves?
1. Try to be helpful.

2. Looking out for themselves

3. It depends on situations

8. Don’t know

9. Refused to answer

Q50) Generally speaking, would you say that most 
people can be trusted, or that you
        have to be very careful in dealing with people? 


1, They can be trusted

2. Have to be very careful.

8. Don’t know

9. Refused to answer

Q51)  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: “By helping people
           in trouble today, someone else will help me when I am in trouble someday.”
1. Strongly disagree
2. Somewhat disagree
3. Somewhat agree
4. Strongly agree
8.     Don’t know
            9.     Refuse to answer        
Q52). How much trust do you have in people from the following categories? 
	A single answer for each line
	A great deal 
	Quite a lot 
	Not very much
	None at all
	DK
	NA

	1. 
	Your family
	1
	2
	3
	4
	98
	99

	2. 
	Your relatives
	1
	2
	3
	4
	98
	99

	3. 
	Your friends 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	98
	99

	4. 
	Your neighbors
	1
	2
	3
	4
	98
	99

	5. 
	The person to meet first time
	1
	2
	3
	4
	98
	99


Q53) [Show Card 17] I am going to read out a list of voluntary organizations.  Please, tell for each one:  are you an active member, inactive or you are not a member of these organizations?
                                                                              


  Active

   Inactive         Not a 

   


 member         member       member

                                                                           

  

1                      2                 3
         1. School or parents’ association

         2. Neighborhood/homeowners’ associations
         3. Religious organization
         4. Sports club or club for outdoor activities
         5. Organization for cultural or hobby activities 
         6. Labor unions
         7. Business, Professional, or Farmer’s organization
         8. Social club for the retired, the elderly, or women
         9. Political party or other political group

       10. Charity or social services organization
       11. Civic associations or groups
       12. Hometown association

  13. Organization for environmental protection
       14. veterans’ organization
       13. Others
H. Internet and Social Networking
Q54) Do you have any of the following?

















Yes 



No

1. Desktop computer                                        1                      2
2. Laptop or notebook computer                      1                      2
3. Cell phone                                                    1                      2

Q55) Do you use internet or email?

1. yes

2. no

Q56) [IF YES] How often do you use internet or email?
1. Daily



2. Several times a week



3. A few times a week



4. Once a week



5. Several times a month


6. Once a month



7. Less than once a month
          8. Never


98. Don’t know


99. Refused
Q57) How often do you do use email?

1. Daily



2. Several times a week



3. A few times a week



4. Once a week



5. Several times a month



6. Once a month



7. Less than once a month

          8. Never


98. Don’t know


99. Refused
Q58) Are you a member of any internet clubs or social network sites?














Yes


No

1. Internet club                                  1                 2

2. Social network site                        1                 2
Q59) Have you done any of the following on the internet or cell phone?

 1.    Read news about politics and government

 2.    View websites of political organizations or candidates
 3.   Start or join a political group on a social networking site
 4.   Sign up as a “friend” of any candidate on a social networking site

 5.   Send text messages with political content
 6.   Receive text messages with political content
 7.   Discuss political events
 8.   Write about political or social issues in own blog

 9.   Post political news on a social network site
H. Good Citizenship

Q60)  [SHOW CARD 20]  To be a good citizen in our country, how important would you say 

          it is for a person to do the following? Please choose a number on this scale where 0 is 
                extremely unimportant and 10 is extremely important.

a. To help people who are less fortunate than oneself.
b. To vote in elections. 


c. To always obey laws and regulations. 





d. To form one’s own opinion independently of others.




e. To be active in voluntary organizations. 


f. To be active in politics. 

h. To form one’s opinion in consultation with others.
i.  To be able to claim individual rights.

j.  To be willing to fulfill obligations to the community.

k. To criticize the policies that are unfair.
Q61) [SHOW CARD 21] Here is a list of activities some people often choose to do in 
  their own interest. How strongly do you approve or disapprove of each of these activities? 
            Choose a number on this 0-10 scale where 0 means “Strongly Disapprove” and 10 means 
            “Strongly Approve”.
1. Cheating on the taxes to pay

2. Avoiding fees required for using public facilities or services 
3. Avoiding military service

4. Lying on a job application
5. Lying to get married
6. Receiving a benefit from a government office that is not entitled
7. Lying to voters to get elected to a government office

8. Illegally sending children to a better school outside one’s own district
9. Failing to take care of one’s elderly parents
10. Failing to take care of one’s own small children
Q62) [SHOW CARD 22]  On the whole, how satisfied or dissatisfied are your life as a whole with the way.  Please choose a number on this scale where 1 means complete dissatisfaction and 10 means complete satisfaction. 
                          -----------------
I. DEMOGRAPHICS

D1) What kind of job do you have?

            1. Agriculture/fishery

            2. Self-employed (owner of small-scale businesses with less than 9 employees and

                 family members), such as shop owner.

            3. Sales/service

       4. Technical/Skilled


       5. Blue-collar

 
       6. White-collar and technician

            7. Administrative and managerial

            8. Professional or artist

            9. Housewife
          10  students

          11 unemployed

          12 others _(specificy_______________________)
D2) How much education have you had?

       
1. Primary school or less
       
2. Middle school

       
3. High school

       
4. College

       
8. Can’t tell
D3) where were you born?

          1. seoul

2. Incheon/Kyonggi

3. Kangwon

4. Daejon/chongchung


          5. Kwangjoo/Jonna
6. Taegu/kyongbook

7. Pusan/kyongnam
8 Jaejoo island


          9. North Korea/overseas
D4) What is the average monthly total income for your household  these days?  For the monthly average, please take into account  all your family incomes, such as pensions,  governmental benefits, interests on savings, and rents on your building.

1.  less than  490,000 won

2.  500,000 -  999,999 won

3.  1,000,000 - 1,499,999 won
4.  1,500,000 -  1,999.000 won
5.  2,000,000 - 2,499,999 won

6.  2,500,000 - 2,999,999 won

7.  3,000,000 - 3,499,999 won

8.  3,500,000 - 3,999,999 won

9.  4,000,000 – 4,999,000 won

10.  5,000,000 - 5,999,999 won 
11. 6,000,000 – 6.999,000 won

12. 7,000,000 – 7,999,999 won

13. 8,000,000 – 8,999,999 won

14. 9,000,000 – 9,999,999 won

15 10,000,000 or more
D5) Do you own the place you live now?  Or do you rent it?

1. Owning
2. leasing
3. Renting
4. Using free of charge
